
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 17789July 26, 1999 
We should remember, too, the terrible 

hardships our Korean War veterans endured. 
The deadly cold, the weeks and months spent 
crammed in foxholes and bunkers dug into 
an unbelievably rugged and harsh terrain. 
They faced an enemy of overwhelming num-
bers ready to torture and brutalize. They 
were locked in hand-to-hand combat on 
‘‘Heartbreak Ridge’’ and ‘‘Porkchop Hill’’ 
and confronted the world’s fastest fighter 
jets in ‘‘Mig Alley.’’ Today’s military history 
records that our Korean veterans set a stand-
ard of courage that may be matched, but 
which will never be surpassed. Ordinary men 
and women who showed extraordinary cour-
age.

Chiseled in silver on the Korean War me-
morial are the words ‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ 
The men and women who served in Korea 
and the family and friends of those 36,914 
who never returned and those thousands of 
Americans who were lost in Korea and whose 
bodies to this day have never been found 
demonstrate the high and precious cost of 
freedom. We should never forget that these 
patriots paid the price one at a time when 
they were swept away in the treacherous 
tides of Inchon or died defending the perim-
eter of Puzan, or froze to death by the hun-
dreds at Chosan reservoir or in the long 
march out. Their families will never forget 
their sacrifice and neither will we. 

Now on this hot, sunny summer day 46 
years after the July armistice, we have a 
new reason to remember those who left home 
and struggled to stop the spread of aggres-
sion, for we now know that it was these vet-
erans who took the first resolute action to 
stem the expansion of communism, and in 
doing so helped change the course of history. 
Now we know it took four more decades to 
win the battle against communism, but hav-
ing witnessed the collapse of the Berlin Wall 
and its aftermath we know that those who 
served in Korea laid the foundations for one 
of the greatest victories in the history of 
mankind: the free world triumph over com-
munism.

As we leave this memorial, this observ-
ance, let us be reminded the Korean War is 
not a forgotten war. It is a war most worthy 
of remembrance. Let us, on behalf of all the 
free people of the world, remember the men 
and women who died not only in the Korean 
War, but in all our wars. Finally, let us give 
thanks to those men and women who have 
given their lives for our freedom, and give 
thanks to God for them and for those who 
stand guard over America today, defending 
and preserving our freedom. 
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PUTTING CHILDREN FIRST 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge this body to stop over-spending on de-
fense and start spending on the needs of our 
children. We need to put children first. 

Our military spending is still at Cold War 
levels. Each year, we allocate more than half 
of federal discretionary spending to military ef-
forts. In contrast, for education, that figure is 
less than 9 percent. As a nation, we rank 1st 
in military spending but only 10th globally in 
spending for education. It should then come 
as no surprise, that in a recent international 
study of 21 industrialized nations the students 
of the United States ranked 19th in math and 
science performance. 

This Congress voted to increase the Penta-
gon’s budget by 112 billion dollars over the 
next six years. Incredibly, that is nearly the 
same amount of money needed to repair the 
nation’s schools according to a report by the 
General Accounting Office. 

Our schools are in dire need of assistance. 
many are crumbling, cracking, and splitting at 
the seams. That same GAO report informed 
us that 14 million pupils nationwide are being 
educated in unsatisfactory environments. 
These children are attending school in facili-
ties that either need extensive structural repair 
or the replacement of one or more buildings. 
In my home state of Michigan, for example, 
more than 1 in 5 schools have at least one 
building in need of serious repair, and more 
than half of Michigan’s schools have at least 
one serious environmental health problem. 

We all accept the fact that learning environ-
ment affects the quality of the education our 
children receive. I ask you: ‘‘How do we ex-
pect our children to learn, when we do not 
give them the clean and safe places to do 
so?’’ We need to get the asbestos out of the 
classrooms. We need to get children out of 
trailers and portable classrooms. We need to 
fix leaking roofs, repair plumbing facilities and 
ensure each student is studying under ade-
quate light. 

Ms. Lenora Starks, a constituent of mine, 
recently wrote to me. She was concerned that 
we weren’t doing enough to help our public 
schools. ‘‘We must ensure,’’ she wrote, ‘‘that 
our students have a proper learning environ-
ment. In too many schools, efforts to improve 
student achievement are hampered by inad-
equate and deteriorating facilities.’’ 

Ms. Starks can see our priorities. She sees 
that this Congress has not been putting chil-
dren first and is worried about what that 
means for our nation’s future. 

We need to put children first by increasing 
spending on Head Start. Rather than giving an 
excess of 17 billion unrequested dollars to the 
bloated Pentagon budget, we could fully fund 
Head Start for the next five years. And this 
funding is critical. Because of inadequate fed-
eral funding, Head Start is only able to serve 
30 percent of eligible children. Lack of federal 
fund also causes most children to wait until 
the age of four to enter the program, when 
evidence supports earlier intervention is more 
effective. 

Children are also adversely affected by a 
lack of financial commitment to low-income 
families and to impoverished neighborhoods. 
One example is the malignant neglect of the 
childcare crisis in this country. The 105th Con-
gress only provided 182 million dollars this 
year to improve the quality of children care in 
this country. This fell far short of the estimated 
7.5 billion dollars needed to provide safe and 
affordable child care for working families. Full- 
day child care costs up to 10,000 per year, yet 
half of America’s families with young children 
earn less than 35,000 per year. Child care in 
low-income communities must be a priority if 
parents are going to be able to seize opportu-
nities to provide for their children. 

Regarding neighborhoods, support for Com-
munity Development Block Grants, which have 
a long history of providing economic aid to un-
derserved areas, is declining. In the city of De-
troit, CDBG funding has declined from 130.1 

million to 51.3 million over the past 19 years. 
For fiscal year 2000, current proposals by this 
Congress would continue the downward trend. 
With one in five American children living in 
poverty, cuts to CDBGs undoubtedly affect 
their futures. Studies show that poor children 
are less likely to finish school, are at height-
ened risk of stunted growth and other health 
problems and contribute less to our economy 
as adults. We must restore the CDBGs to their 
original vitality and reverse the years of cut-
backs if we really want to help the youngest 
victims of poverty. 

Congress also misdirects spending by failing 
to support youth employment initiatives. While 
increasing the Pentagon’s budget over the 
past two years, Congress has concurrently cut 
youth job training by 80 percent and federal 
support for summer jobs for young people. 
Young people must have avenues to pursue 
their dreams. 

We need to reprioritize our allocation of 
funds in this nation. We need to put children 
first. This is not a choice, this is a must. 
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TITLE IX AND ROLE OF U.S. WOM-
EN’S NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I raise 
my voice in praise of title IX and the 
U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team. 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
title IX has been successful in expand-
ing opportunities for women in ath-
letics. Before title IX, women rep-
resented only 1 percent of college ath-
letes, and virtually no athletic scholar-
ships went to women. Because of title 
IX, more than 100,000 women now par-
ticipate in intercollegiate college 
sports.

The purpose of title IX is to provide 
the same opportunities for women in 
education as men. While we celebrate 
the great strides that women have 
made in competitive athletics, we 
should also recognize that title IX has 
made an impact and opened doors in 
other areas of education. 

The U.S. Women’s National Soccer 
Team, our 1999 Women’s World Cup 
champions, they certainly made it 
clear that women can make a tremen-
dous contribution to sports. These 
dedicated, determined, and accom-
plished young women make me proud 
to be associated with the cause of get-
ting more girls and women involved 
with sports and fitness. 

Title IX and the U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Soccer Team have changed the 
playing field for girls and women in 
athletics. But since title IX was passed 
in 1972, there has been a world of 
change in our expectations of what 
women can achieve. 

Women like Mia Hamm and Michelle 
Akers on the soccer field, and Colonel 
Eileen Collins, who is commander of 
the shuttle flight Columbia, they have 
shown the skeptics that women can 
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